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Composti4g
programs Keep
brqanic waste'out
ofTandfills
They also could generate revenue on the
carbon market, group says

Orgonicwastein
londfills generate
methone, o greenhouse

9as.
greenhouse gas (GFIG) methane and in the

process create r ich soi l  for sale or publ ic
use. Arrd this summer, an environmental

group published instruct ions for how to
take composting programs to the carbon

market to generate revenue for local

governments.

Currently, about 65 percent ofyard waste
and 2.5 percent of food waste is being

composted or reused, according to Sally

Brown, research and associate professor at

18 September20l0lwww.americancityandcounry.com

growing number of

local governments are

promoting composting

to divert organic waste

from landfi l ls to reduce

the creation of t .he

the University of Washington College of the

Environment in Seattle and a leading national

expert on composting and soil. The composting

trend is picking up steam nationwide, Brown

says. "In terms of municipalities, many more

are talking about this," she said, adding that

she has received inquiries from Pennsylvania,

Delaware and the Carolinas.

Alameda County, Calif., has subsidized

residential composting bins since 1991 and

has collect.ed food and yard waste since 2002.

Overall. annual waste sent to the landfill

declined 24 percent between 2000 and 2008,

accordirrg to the counly.

Sti l l .  there is room for improvenrent.

says Robin Plutchok, progranr ruarrafier

for StopWaste.Org, the county's waste

managenrent and recycling agency. In 1990,

Alameda set a goal to reduce waste by 75

percent between 1990 and 2010. As of2008,

the diversion rate was at 67 percent. "We'd like

to see more households participating, so we're

working to grow that," Plutchok says.

Portland, Ore., has operated a voluntary

comrnercial food scrap collection progranl

for the past five years and latrnched a pilot

program earlier this year for residential

curbside food scrap collections. The city aims

to divert 35 percent ofits waste by 2015 and

to have 75 percent participation in recycling

and composting in that timef'rarne, says

Roy Kaufmann, a spokesperson fbr the cit.r'.
"We're close to 70 percent of recycling and

'we're 
confident the city will quickly arlopt the

residential composting progranr," Karr{'rlann

says.

A protocol released in Jrrne lr .y a

Cali fornia environmental grorrp corr ld

give local governments wit.h cornposting

programs a f inancial incentive for

measur i r rg  the  greenho l lse  gas  er r r i ss io r r

reductions from those progranrs. 
' fhe 

Los

Ange les-based C l imate  Ac t ion  Resene 's

(CAR) Organic Waste Composting Project

Protocol was created to show cit . ies and

counties how to create a revenue streanr

from composting by developing carbon

offset projects and trading in carbon

credits. Local governments and other parties

that initiate composting projects can use the

protocol to register GHG retlrrctions l'ith

CAR, which then allows the cities to sell

carbon credits on carbon exchange nrarkets.
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